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MARINE CORPS BASE HAWAII, HI, UNITED STATES
3rd Marine Division 10.25.2022
Photo by Lance Cpl. Cody Purcell
U.S. Marines with the 3d Marine Littoral Regiment, 3d Marine Division establish a combat operations center at
Schofield Barracks, Hawaii, Oct. 25, 2022. 3d Marine Littoral Regiment established the Alpha command node
which provides the commander the ability to direct, plan, and coordinate within the assigned Zone of Action.
Bougainville II is a field exercise that allows the MLR and its subordinate units to conduct expeditionary advanced
base operations across the island of Oahu. BVII displays the MLR’s ability to rapidly establish and displace EABs
while executing command and control in a dispersed environment.
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2023 MTA Reunion
The
2023
USMC MTA Reunion will be held in
Savannah, Ga. Further details times, dates, scheduling
will be posted within a upcoming newsletter, upon the
USMC MTA website and notification by email when all is
finalized.

2022 USMC MTA Christmas Party
Christmas party on December 10th at the VFW in
Jacksonville, N.C. For additional information email
secretary@usmcmta.org

Scholarship’s
MTA members, it’s not too late to talk to your children,
grandchildren about the next scholarships. Remember
one is awarded to a student going to attend a four year
college and the other is for a student going to a
vocational/technical school/college. June 30th is the
submission deadline Forms are available email:
auxpresident@usmcmta.org

MTA Members
With inquiries as to membership,
renewals or questions about MTA, call
MTA Secretary at
910.581.1309, Eastern Std. Time: 1-6 PM
Calls that are made after 6PM will go directly to message,
to be answered in a timely manner.

hqmc.marines.mil Department of Defense
It is our honor to recognize the hqmc.marines.mil and
Department of Defense and their contributions of story
and photos presented within The Convoy Express and the
following statement: The appearance of U.S. Department
of Defense (DOD) visual information does not imply or
constitute DoD endorsement.

The United States Marine Corps
Motor Transport Association, Inc.
Is a 501 (c) (19) non-profit organization operating
exclusively for the purpose beneficial to the interests of
the Nation and United States Marine Corps Motor
Transport Occupational Specialty Field. This Association
was formed to bring together all Retired, Veteran Marine,
Active Duty, Reserve and others who have served in or
with the USMC Motor Transport Field.

Marine Littoral Regiment Concludes Spartan Triden
Photo By 1st Lt. Erin Scudder
How Electric Modifications Provide Marines with a
Truckload of Advantages Photo By Cpl. Joseph Prado
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USMC MOTOR TRANSPORT ASSOCIATION INC.
Elected and Appointed Officers
MTA Office Ph. N0# 910.581.1309
The following email address is point of contact for the MTA Secretary and Officers
secretary@usmcmta.org
Elected Officers

Secretary
Aurelia (Ela) Green
secretary@usmcmta.org

1st Vice President
Bruce Green

President
Dwight Davidson

2nd Vice President
Jimmy Stewart

Immediate Past President
David Gatewood
2021-2022

Treasurer
John Hagerman

Past President’s
John Stump III
Robert H. Canning
2000- 2005*
Deceased

Trustees
1 Year – Joe Clark
2Year – John Stump
3 Year _ David Gatewood

Gary L. Miner
1998- 2000*
Deceased
Barry O. Delp
1997-1998*
Deceased

Special Finance
Committee
1st Vice President
Treasurer
2 Year Trustee

Honorary Past President
Albert Patterson
2000*
*Deceased

Appointed Officers

Appointed Offficers
National Marine Corps Council
Cathy Stump
nat.mccouncil@usmcmta.org

Sgt. at Arms
George Hanlin

Annual Reunion
Advisory Committees
(*Co-Chairs)
West Coast:
Jimmy Stewart
Jack McDermott
Laura Thorsell

Chaplain
Marshall Jarvis
chaplain@usmcmta.org

Assistant Chaplain
Francisco B. Paras Jr.
chaplain.asst.@usmcmta.org

Annual Reunion
Advisory Chairman
President
David Gatewood
PX Manager

Public Relations
Historian

Webmaster
Daryl Rose
webmaster.asst@usmcmta.org

Newsletter Editor
Don McCrary

Annual Reunion
Advisory Committees
(*C0-Chairs)
East Coast:
Bob Boni
Al Weare
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USMC MTA REUNION

2023

Savannah, Georgia

Dates, Times, Schedule and further information,once
established, will be on website and notification’s to be sent.
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2022 USMC MTA Christmas Party
Christmas party on December 10th at the VFW in
Jacksonville, N.C. For additional information email
secretary@usmcmta.org

2023 MTA Reunion

To followup, the annual reunion will be held in
Savannah, Ga. on 18 Sept through 22 Sept,2022
with more detail’s to come.

MTA Members

Inquiries as to membership,
membership renewals, reunion information, or
anything pertaining to MTA can call the
MTA Secretary, Aurelia (Ela) Green at
910.581.1309
Eastern Std. Time: 1-6 PM
Calls that are made after 6PM will go directly to
message, to be answered in a timely manner.
Call Aurelia (Ela) Green with your questions.
Membership and Member’s Renewal
All MTA transaction(s) require payment by
check or money order
no credit cards

WANTED
SCHOLARSHIP APPLICANTS
MEMBER’S CHILD, GRANDCHILD,
GREAT GRANDCHILD..YOU GET THE IDEA….
WE HAVE THE FUNDS
(THANKS TO YOUR GENEROSITY)
AND
BARRIE O. DELP’S THOUGHTS
WE NEED THE COMPLETED APPLICATIONS..
ON TIME AND COMPLETE (I KNOW I REPEATED!)
IT’S HARD TO BELIEVE THAT $2000 OR $1500
CAN OE PASSED UP
SO..
REQUEST APPLICATION FOR YOUR
SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT ENROLLING
IN A 4 YEAR OR TECHNICAL COLLEGE
THEN..
BY APRIL OR MAY AND ABSOLUTELY BY
EARLY JUNE
PUT THE PRESSURE ON….BUG, BUG, BUG, BUG
(IT’S FREE MONEY!)
APPLICATIONS MUST BE RETURNED
(COMPLETED) BY June 29, 2022 OR AT LEAST
POST MARKED By.
Until next time..
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President

Secretary

Dwight Davidson

Aurelia Green

I would like to thank all the MTA
Members for support during my
absense.

The next reunion site for next year
(2023) will be Savanah, GA.

While in attendendence at the
2022 Branson MTA Reunion I
appreciate all of the MTA
members who also attended and
had a great time. We have enough
room for any member who would
like to attend and while Branson
was a great time I am sure that
Savannah will be something to
experience. The shops bring to us
some great food, drink and
southern candies and hospitality
that only the old charm of
southern hospitality provides.
I look forward serving you as your
MTA President. You may contact
me by way of our MTA Secretary
at secretary@usmcmta.org
Looking forward seeing you at the
2023 MTA Savannah, Ga.
Reunion.

Have a wonderful Thanksgiving.
Dwight Davidson

Dwight Davidson was elected the
new president.
Board of Officers are as follows:
President
1st Vice Pres.
Secretary
Treasurer
1 Yr. Trustee
2 Yr. Trustee
3 Yr. Trustee
Immediate
Past President

Dwight Davidson
Bruce Green
Aurelia Green
John Hagerman
Joseph Clark
John Stump
David Gatewood
David Gatewood

Appointed:
Sgt at Arms
George Hanlin
News Letter Edit.
DonMcCrary
Chaplain
Marshall Jarvis
Website Mgr.
Daryl Rose
PR/PX Manager
None
Appointed: Historian
None
We also ask each member to let us
know if you are moving or have
moved to provide us with your
new address.
Members can contact me at:
MTA Secretary by way of email at
secretary@usmcmta.org. and/or
call 910.581.1309
Members, if you have any
questions pertaining to yearly
dues, change of postal mailing
address or email address change
or any other questions you may
have pertaining to the MTA.,
please contact me.

Note the following change to
Membership / Member’s Renewal.
All MTA transactions require
payment to be by check or money
order. Recently there has been a
change as to credit card(s), No
credit cards accepted.
The newsletter will continue to be
posted on the MTA website at
usmcmta.org
USPS incoming mail is picked up
at the post office so continue to
send in your renewals to:
UNITED STATES MARINE
CORPS MOTOR TRANSPORT
ASSOCIATION, Inc.
PO BOX 1372 JACKSONVILLE,
NC 28541-1372
Ph. No.# 910.581.1309
Eastern Std. Time: 1-6 PM..
Calls that are received after 6PM
will go directly to message, to be
answered in a timely manner.
Well, that’s all I have for now.
Thank you
Aurelia Green
USMC MTA/Secretary

( MTAA President on page 7 )
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MTAA President
Mary Jarvis

Welcome to a new addition of the
newsletter from the MTAA. We
had a great but small reunion in
Branson, Missouri. The MTAA
president Bernice Littlefield had
decided she no longer wished to
stay in the position and even
thought about dissolution if no
one volunteered to fill her spot. I
had been president for 10 years
when in 2019 at our Lake George
reunion I had to step away due to
being overwhelmed as my sister’s
caregiver and caretaker from So.
Carolina when she lived in PA.
Unfortunately last December she
lost her nearly life long battle with
Type 1 diabetes. At the time in
2019 Bernice was good enough to
volunteer and I am so appreciative
of her time in office and all her
good work. When she stated to her
officers prior to the reunion this
year that she was going to step
down I was ready to volunteer to
be nominated as I surely do not
want to see our years of MTAA
being dissolved. So, after rollcall
and the meeting started..I was
nominated by Tina Rang with
second by Carol Graham. There
were no other nominations. The
Vice President nomination was
Bernice by Tina Rang and second
by Cathy Hanlin. Again, no other
nominations. Since Georgette
Courtney has resigned from
MTAA the one year trustee
position was open and the 3 year
Trustee spot was as well. Suzanne
Castner nominated Cathy Hanlin
for the 1 year and Carol Graham
for the 3 year. Both were seconded
by me. No other nominations.
Julia Clark moves in to the 2 year
position as per by-laws. Tina Rang
was nominated as treasurer by
Carol Graham and second by
Cathy Hanlin.
A motion was
made for a hand show for all
nominations by Tina Rang second
by Cathy Hanlin. A unanimous
vote was cast with no “nays”.

The only position not with a newly
elected officer is Secretary. Shirley
Prevatte is no longer able to
continue as our long time and very
valued secretary. I volunteered to
fill in for her until someone
replaces her which isn’t exactly by
the by-laws but we really need
someone fairly close to
Jacksonville for this position
because of the mailings, etc.
You may have noticed the name of
Suzanne Castner above and not
recognized it. I’m very pleased to
say she is a new member! Not only
that but we have two other new
members! Lileth Rose and Mary
Woodard also joined! They are
from California, Nebraska and
North Carolina respectively.
Welcome all.. we’re so glad to have
you!
The 2022 scholarship winner was
announced as Taylor Doherty who
is attending Ohio State and is the
granddaughter of MTA member
William Laliberte.
On that
note..you may see that there was
only one recipient..well.. no one
completed the application for the
other scholarship. We need you all
to start “bugging” your children;
grandchildren and down the
line ..remember free money! It’s
never too early to get the
application as then the applicant
knows exactly what is needed and
can do the checklist as time goes
on to have it completed and
returned by the June 30 deadline.
Now, the reunion..while small was
as always fun and full of great
conversations, reminiscing and
laughter. The dinner cruise on the
Branson Belle was great. Food was
excellent and plenty of it; the
comedian and entertainment top
notch and the ride and views of
Table Rock Lake spectacular. The
MC acknowledged the MTA and
while we were small in number we
sure made our presence known!

Our next reunion will be in
Savannah, Georgia so please start
thinking about your travel plans
now! 2024 is scheduled for Austin,
Texas so the western parts of our
group will have a lot less travel!
Looking forward to seeing more at
both these sites.
I’ll leave on this note.. one theme
that resonated at the MTA
meeting that the MTAA was
invited to attend and later at the
hospitality room was
communication. We have a great
group of men and women whom
we mostly visit with at reunions
and an occasional meeting in
Jacksonville. So, the suggestion
is.. take a minute every couple
weeks and call one of the
members who you may have had
good contact with at a reunion or
in past service together just to say
hello..I’m thinking of you. It can
make a world of difference to
someone and only costs a few
minutes of time. If texting or
emailing is your thing..rather than
talking on the phone..take that
minute to reach out. We’re mostly
an aging group and it really may
help others to know we all care.
I understand there is going to be a
Christmas party on December 10th
I believe at the VFW in
Jacksonville..love to see you there!
I want to wish our past officers the
best and thank them for their
service and say welcome and
thank you to our new officers and
members. If you or anyone has
questions or comments please call
me at 843-685-0371 (or text to
that number) or email me at
mwpagach@yahoo.com; that
includes requests for scholarship
applications.
Have a wonderful Thanksgiving!
Until next time…
Mary
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Around The Corps

JOINT BASE CHARLESTON, SC, UNITED STATES
10.18.2022 Photo by Airman 1st Class Christian Silvera Joint Base Charleston Public Affairs
A High Mobility Artillery Rocket System, known as HIMARS, is loaded onto a C-17 Globemaster III during a joint
exercise involving Airmen from the 16th Airlift Squadron and Marines from 1st Battalion, 10th Marine Regiment, at
North Auxiliary Airfield, South Carolina, Oct. 18, 2022. The three-day joint exercise, Operation Rolling Thunder,
involved Marines and Airmen working together to further strengthen the DoD’s rapid global mobility capabilities.

HOKKAIDO, JAPAN
10.05.2022 Photo by Cpl. Moises Rodriguez 3rd Marine Logistics Group
U.S. Marines with 3rd Transportation Battalion, Combat Logistics Regiment 3, 3rd Marine Logistics Group, lift a
Type 73 Heavy Truck during a bilateral vehicle recovery training during exercise Resolute Dragon 22 at Kamifurano
Maneuver Area, Hokkaido, Japan, Oct. 5, 2022. Resolute Dragon 22 is an annual exercise designed to strengthen
the defensive capabilities of the U.S.-Japan Alliance by exercising integrated command and control, targeting,
combined arms, and maneuver across multiple domains. (U.S. Marine Corps photo by Cpl. Moises Rodriguez)
Marines.mil is the official website of the United States Marine Corps and is maintained by the Marine Corps' Division of Public Affairs.
The appearance of U.S. Department of Defense (DOD) visual information does not imply or constitute DoD endorsement.

8

Around The Corps

3rd Marine Logistics Group
KUSHIRO PORT, HOKKAIDO, JAPAN
10.05.2022 Photo by Cpl. Alpha Hernandez
U.S. Navy Sailors with Guam detachment, Naval Expeditionary Logistics Support Group use a guide line to steady a
Joint Light Tactical Vehicle heavy gun carrier onto an Improved Navy Lighterage System during exercise Resolute
Dragon 22 on United States Naval Ship Dahl (T-AKR 312) at Kushiro Port, on Oct. 5, 2022. Resolute Dragon 22 is
an annual exercise designed to strengthen the defensive capabilities of the U.S.-Japan alliance by exercising
integrated command and control, targeting, combined arms, and maneuver across multiple domains. (U.S. Marine
Corps photo by Cpl. Alpha Hernandez)

3rd Marine Aircraft Wing CA, UNITED STATES
10.09.2022 Photo by Chief Warrant Officer Trent Randolph
U.S. Marine Corps Lance Cpl. Jeffrey Grooms, a bulk fuel specialist with 7th Engineer Support Battalion, 1st Marine
Logistics Group connects a fuel line during Mountain Training Exercise 1-23 (MTX) at Marine Corps Mountain
Warfare Training Center, Calif., Oct. 9, 2022. HMH-462 supported 2nd Battalion, 1st Marine Regiment, 1st Marine
Division during MTX while enhancing self-deployment capability and advancing mission skill progression in a
high-altitude, austere environment. (U.S. Marine Corps photo by Chief Warrant Officer 2 Trent Randolph)

Marines.mil is the official website of the United States Marine Corps and is maintained by the Marine Corps' Division of Public Affairs.
The appearance of U.S. Department of Defense (DOD) visual information does not imply or constitute DoD endorsement.
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181st CIC Detachment Activates for War in Korea
U.S. Army Intelligence Center of Excellence Courtesy Story
Monday, October 24, 2022 by Fiona G. Holter, USAICoE Staff Historian

On 24 October 1950, the 181st
Counter Intelligence Corps (CIC)
Detachment was activated for
service in the Korean War. The
detachment was attached to the 1st
Marine Division (MarDiv),
providing valuable support to
Marine operations and training
the division’s personnel in tactical
CI procedures. The 181st CIC
Detachment remained with the 1st
MarDiv until early 1955 when the
division rotated back to the United
States.

capabilities at the beginning of the
Korean War. To fill this gap, the
441st CIC Detachment attached a
provisional team, under the
command of Capt. Millard F.
Dougherty, to the 1st MarDiv. On
24 October, the provisional
detachment became the 181st CIC
Detachment.

When the Korean War began in
June 1950, the Marine Corps was
in the early stages of establishing
its counterintelligence (CI)
mission. Prior to World War II,
the Marine Corps did not have its
own CI branch or mission; rather
it relied on the Navy and Army for
intelligence support. After the U.S.
entered World War II, the Marine
Corps began to establish its own
footing in CI. With the increased
need for CI in the war, a few
Marines were assigned to the
Office of Strategic Services (OSS).
In April 1943, the Department of
the Navy officially authorized the
Marine Corps a CI role separate
from the Navy itself; however,
formal CI training did not occur
until April 1948.

In September, the 181st CIC
supported CI activities and
logistical support for the Inchon
landings (Operation CHROMITE).
After the Marines landed at
Inchon, the 181st CIC led tactical
CI operations for the division and
trained the two Marines assigned
to the detachment. Their primary
duties included interviewing
refugees, interrogating enemy
prisoners of war and line crossers,
delivering security briefs to
command personnel, and setting
up ambush sites in regions where
they suspected enemy agents were
rendezvousing. Sgt. William
Onash (Army) and Sgt. Roger
Throckmorton (USMC) recalled, in
addition to their CI duties, they
conducted nighttime river patrols
with Marine Amphibious Tractor
(AMTRAC) units looking for
enemy line crossers and
sometimes escorted allied line
crossers to the frontlines.

While Marines began CI training
in 1948 at the Army’s CIC School
at Fort Holabird, Maryland, the
number of CI personnel remained
low. The Corps had no Table of
Organization for their placement,
which created a gap in its CI

Throughout their service with the
1st MarDiv, the 181st CIC
personnel trained CI Marines in
interrogation techniques,
including checking prisoners and
suspected enemies for documents
or other means of identification.

Often enemy spies posed as
refugees but, to identify one
another in their group, they all
carried a particular marker of
identification denoting their
alliance. For example, during an
interview of refugees, the 181st
CIC uncovered a communist spy
ring after finding copper spoons,
all broken in the same place, on
several people. Another time, the
CIC detachment noticed that two
refugees both had a trouser-fly
button sewn on with red thread.
The detachment soon found more
than 120 individuals with the same
recognition signal and successfully
apprehended everyone in their
organization.
Because of the support and
training the 181st CIC Detachment
provided to the 1st MarDiv
throughout the Korean War, Maj.
Gen. Thomas Holcomb,
commandant of the Marine Corps,
recommended the Marines
organize and train CI teams for
each MarDiv. He further
recommended that “where Marine
Corps employment in peace time
does not allow for exercise of CIC
personnel, that arrangements be
made to attach such Marine Corps
personnel to Army CIC units in
Europe and the Far East for wider
experience and training.”

Marines.mil is the official website of the United States Marine Corps and is maintained by the Marine Corps' Division of Public Affairs.
The appearance of U.S. Department of Defense (DOD) visual information does not imply or constitute DoD endorsement.

10

3d Marine Littoral Regiment Concludes Spartan Trident
3rd Marine Division Story by 1st Lt. Erin Scudder
Tuesday, October 4, 2022
decea

3d Marine Littoral Regiment
Concludes Spartan Trident
3rd Marine Division Story by
1st Lt. Erin Scudder
Tuesday, October 4, 2022
MARINE CORPS BASE HAWAII-U.S. Marines with 3d Marine
Littoral Regiment and Marine
Corps Tactics and Operations
Group (MCTOG) concluded
Exercise Spartan Trident, a threepart exercise series that facilitated
the development and refinement
of tactics, techniques, and
procedures required to serve as
the inaugural Marine Littoral
Regiment.
The Spartan Trident Continuum
allowed the 3d MLR and its
subordinate units to rehearse
command and control and focus
internally on processes and
procedures to refine how the MLR
will operate in the future. The 3d
Marine Littoral Regiment, based
on Marine Corps Base Hawaii, is
task-organized to act as part of a
stand-in-force and disrupt an
adversary in a contested littoral
environment through
reconnaissance, counter-

reconnaissance, and sea denial
operations in support of a
maritime campaign.
“The Spartan Trident series was
an important opportunity for us to
train alongside the joint force
through a realistic, combined
scenario. These training
opportunities allow us to
strengthen our internal tactics,
techniques, and procedures to
ensure we remain ready,” said Col.
Timothy S. Brady Jr, 3d Marine
Littoral Regiment Commanding
Officer.
The first part of Spartan Trident
consisted of a series of interactive
discussions dealing with exercisespecific topics and warfighting
functions ranging from command
relationships, kill web
requirements,
and detailed
mission essential task lists
required by the 3d MLR. This
portion of the exercise took place
from Dec. 6 to Dec. 10, 2021 and
served to inform and synchronize
3d MLR and MCTOG prior to
executing the next phase of
planning.

The second part of the Spartan
Trident Continuum took place
from Jan. 11 to Feb. 11, 2022 and
consisted of one week of planning,
which set the stage for the second
week’s scenario based execution
designed to test the 3d MLR’s
concept of employment in a
realistic all-domain environment.
Participants included:
Department of State, U.S Air
Force 505th Combat Training
Squadron, Carrier Strike Group 9,
III Marine Expeditionary Force
Information Group, Marine
Aircraft Group 24, Marine Forces
Special Operations Command,
Expeditionary Warfare Training
Group-Pacific, Marine Corps
Warfighting Lab, Training and
Education Command, Marine
Corps Logistics Operations Group,
and Marine Advanced Weapons
and Tactics School.
( continued on page 10 )

Marines.mil is the official website of the United States Marine Corps and is maintained by the Marine Corps' Division of Public Affairs.
The appearance of U.S. Department of Defense (DOD) visual information does not imply or constitute DoD endorsement.
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( continued from page 9 )
3d Marine Littoral Regiment Concludes Spartan Trident
3rd Marine Division Story by 1st Lt. Erin Scudder
Tuesday, October 4, 2022
During the second part of the
Spartan Trident Continuum, the
3d MLR was task-organized under
7th Fleet through the Maritime
Operations Center and 3d Marine
Division, as part of a stand-inforce providing the ability to
rapidly prosecute targets and
enable maritime maneuver.
Additionally, the scenario
challenged the unit’s ability to
provide redundant, reliable, and
effective communications,
command, and control support
across the 3d MLR. Finally, the
MLR worked alongside a littoral
combat ship to enhance the kill
web with additional naval strike
missiles and understanding of the
maritime environment.
The third and final part of the
Spartan Trident Continuum took
place from Sept. 12 to Sept. 30,
2022. This phase was focused on
refining standard operating
procedures to employ and enable
fires, support maritime domain
awareness, and establish and
sustain expeditionary sites to
support joint campaigning across
the competition spectrum.
Participants included: Marine
Corps Logistics Operations Group,
Marine Corps Air Ground Task
Force Training Command,
Tactical Training and Exercise

Control Group, 3d Marine
Division, Marine Aircraft Group
24, Marine Unmanned Aerial
Vehicle Squadron 3, Carrier Strike
Group 9, Marine Corps Forces,
Pacific, United States Special
Operations Command, 9th
Engineer Support Battalion,
Marine Corps Warfighting Lab,
and Marine Forces Special
Operations Command.

enabler. The progress is
incredible.”
The lessons learned throughout
the Spartan Trident series will
refine the MLR’s tactical standard
operating procedures as the 3d
MLR prepares for unit and service
level training, joint force exercises,
and future deployments
throughout the pacific.

During the scenario, the 3d MLR
organized into three command
and control elements displaced
across Marine Corps Base Hawaii
to rehearse sustaining
expeditionary sites, enabling fires,
supporting maritime domain
awareness, and supporting the
joint campaign across the
competition continuum.
“The Spartan Trident series
provided a methodical building
block approach for the MLR as it
continues to progress towards
initial operational capability,” said
Lt Col. Jesse Knight, MCTOG
Exercise Control and Design
Officer in Charge. “A year ago, 3d
Marines was in 29 Palms training
as an infantry regiment and
discussing how an MLR will fight
in the future. Now, the unit has
redesignated as an MLR and has
proven its value as a joint force

Marines.mil is the official website of the United States Marine Corps and is maintained by the Marine Corps' Division of Public Affairs.
The appearance of U.S. Department of Defense (DOD) visual information does not imply or constitute DoD endorsement.
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Power Play:
How Electric Modifications Provide Marines with a Truckload of Advantages –
Now and Into the Future
Marine Corps Systems Command Story by 1st Lt. Isaac Lamberth
Thursday, September 8, 2022

Photo By Sgt. Joseph Prado | U.S. Marines with 3rd Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Division, are
transported by MTVR 7-ton trucks during a Marine Corps Combat Readiness Evaluation (MCCRE) at Marine Corps
Air Ground Combat Center, Twentynine Palms, Calif., Nov. 27, 2017. MCCREs are conducted to ensure unit
standardization and combat readiness in preparation for operational deployments. (U.S. Marine Corps photo by
Cpl. Joseph Prado)
Marine Corps Base Quantico, Va.
— As growing tensions abroad
continue to threaten global energy
security, the Marine Corps is
putting the pedal to the metal
when it comes to researching and
fielding ways to improve fuel
efficiency across its vehicular
fleets.
In line with the Defense
Department’s stated goal to reach
net zero greenhouse gas emissions
by 2050, Marine Corps Systems
Command is collaborating with
the Defense Innovation Unit and
Marine Corps Combat
Development & Integration,
Headquarters Marine Corps, to
bring cutting-edge electrical
vehicle technology to the Corps’
medium and heavy tactical
vehicles.

But these changes won’t just help
combat climate change; they’ll
help make the Marine Corps even
more effective on the field, both at
home and abroad.
Currently, the innovative fuel
savings and efficiency efforts fall
under several endeavors.
These solutions include software
modifications to the Medium
Tactical Vehicle Replacement and
retrofitting anti-idle rechargeable
battery technology into the heavy
Logistics Vehicle System
Replacements. Additionally,
Systems Command is looking into
ways to incorporate hybrid
technology into future tactical
vehicles such as the planned

Medium Tactical Truck—the
future successor to the MTVR.
Combined, these efforts look for
ways to extend the range of
Marine Corps’ vehicles, reduce the
services’ dependency on
petroleum fuels, save money, trim
logistics requirements for
operational units, and help
ultimately keep members of the
Corps safe in combat situations.

(continued on page 12)

Marines.mil is the official website of the United States Marine Corps and is maintained by the Marine Corps' Division of Public Affairs.
The appearance of U.S. Department of Defense (DOD) visual information does not imply or constitute DoD endorsement.
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(continued from page 11)
Power Play:
How Electric Modifications Provide Marines with a Truckload of Advantages –
Now and Into the Future
Marine Corps Systems Command Story by 1st Lt. Isaac Lamberth
Thursday, September 8, 2022
“Tactical vehicle electrification,
initially through hybrid electric
technology, has the potential to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions
but it should also provide
significant operational capability,”
Deputy Secretary of Defense Dr.
Kathleen Hicks stated during her
Nov. 2021 remarks at Wayne State
University.

To increase vehicular efficiency,
Parady noted that Systems
Command has already fielded
software modifications to about
60% of Marine Corps MTVRs.
These changes modify systems
such as the timed shifting points
in the transmission and
revolutions per minute of rotation
of the trucks’ crankshaft.

Keep On Trucking

Together, these changes increase
the vehicle’s fuel efficiency.

The innovations come at a time
when environmental and
international pressures have
forced both politicians and
industry leaders to push for the
development of technologies that
can replace or enhance traditional
combustion engines.
Although some critics have
expressed concerns over the
efficacy of EV technologies,
Marine Corps experts and
engineers have signaled that
planned modifications will not
affect the fleets’ performance in
any way, stating instead that the
innovations could actually
enhance combat readiness.
“Everything we’re doing or looking
at either meets or exceeds current
requirements now,” said Chief
Warrant Officer 4 Curtis Belfield,
the medium and heavy motor
transport fleet capabilities
integration officer with CD&I.
“It’s not just about going green,
we’re looking at ways to enhance
the operational forces and reduce
their need to be resupplied as
often,” said Nate Parady, team
lead for the MTVR at Systems
Command.
One issue that has already been
addressed is vehicular efficiency
while idling.
MTVRs and LVSRs are routinely
used to carry heavy loads across
vast distances. However, upon
delivering their cargo, drivers
often leave the engine idling in
order to run air conditioning and
other necessary electronic
components such as radios.

“Marines idle their vehicles a lot.
With software modifications alone
we’ve been able to increase fuel
efficiency by 10%,” said Parady.
But there have been other
victories, too.
So far, positive mission impacts
include reducing the footprint of
field refueling areas, freeing up
logistics vehicles and aircraft for
other missions, and reducing the
amount of time convoys or flights
will spend to delivering fuel to
troops in danger zones. Fuel
delivery is particularly significant
as troops transporting fuel to the
front lines are often prized targets
for enemy combatants.
Silent but Still Deadly
Although software modifications
provide an effective means to
reduce fuel consumption, another
avenue being explored in order to
increase fuel economy is the
addition of anti-idle battery
technology to the existing fleet of
LVSRs.
Although modifications to
software can provide a finite
amount of savings in fuel, another
avenue of increasing fuel economy
is to add anti-idle battery
technology to the existing fleet of
LVSRs. Like MTVRs, LVSRs are
often left to idle in order to
continue running its advanced
electrical systems. Through the
incorporation of the anti-idle
system, however, Marine Corps
truck operators are able to keep
their electrical systems running
with power provided by the engine

to a set of rechargeable lithiumion batteries.
The ability to turn off the engine
and run on battery power also
gives the added bonus of reducing
a vehicles’ noise signature on the
battlefield.
Not only will a units’ noise
signature be greatly reduced
because of the elimination of
engine idle, but communication
amongst Marines on the ground
will be enhanced, as they will gain
greater situational awareness in
their immediate area.
Lithium-ion batteries are
currently an automotive industry
favorite due to their ability to
charge quickly when compared to
other rechargeable batteries. For
this reason, lithium-ion batteries
are being used in many LVSRs
across the Fleet Marine Force.
Unlike the large floor-sized
batteries used in today’s electric
vehicles on America’s highways,
the batteries placed in LVSRs are
about the same size as a normal
car battery.
According to Belfield, the batteries
are recharged by capturing the
kinetic energy created by the
spinning of the LVSR’s driveshaft,
effectively eliminating the need for
the Marine Corps to deploy
electric charging stations as the
batteries automatically charge
while the vehicle is in motion.
Due to current regulations
surrounding transport of lithium
ion batteries, particularly aboard
Naval vessels, the Department of
the Navy’s Operational Energy
Office is investigating potential
paths forward for lithium ion
battery certification, said Parady.
Surging Forward
(continued on page 13)
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Electrification may be entering the
realm of tactical vehicles, but it
will be quite some time before
Marine Corps vehicles ever
become fully electric.
“At this point we’re not looking for
a full EV,” said Austin Petway,
Transportation Branch Head at
CD&I. “We anticipate for the
foreseeable future that there will
be difficulties charging electric
vehicles on the battlefield.”
Petway added that petroleum fuels
will have to remain a part of
tactical vehicles for some time
because of their immediate
benefits on the battlefield.
Specifically, Petway cited the time
to refuel when compared to
electric.
“Generating electricity on the
battlefield is still going to require
fuel and time,” Petway said. “From
our perspective, it’s all about
improving the operational reach of
the vehicle and the forces
employed from the vehicle by
reducing the demand for
petroleum fuels.”
Lack of electrical infrastructure is
not just a problem in operational
austere environments, but also on
U.S. military bases currently. To
assess this, the Marine Corps will

be conducting a battery of test at
Marine Corps Air Ground Combat
Center Twentynine Palms,
California, according to James
Gough, commercial vehicle fleet
director for Marine Corps
Installations and Logistics.

inches of water for short periods
of time.

But the lack of current technology
or periods between tests is not
slowing the Marine Corps down
from researching and looking into
expanding electrification onto the
battlefield.

Editor’s note: Portfolio Manager
for Logistics Combat Element
Systems Col. John Gutierrez
recently appeared on Marine
Corps Systems Command’s
Equipping the Corps podcast to
discuss tactical vehicle
electrification and more. Listen to
Equipping the Corps episode 25
wherever you get your podcasts.

According to Parady, the MTT has
several requirements outlining
how the vehicle will be built.
These forthcoming features
include an on-board power
generator, full power output
across a range of engine speeds,
capable of operating independent
of combustion engine for a period
of time and scalable export power
systems.

The Marine Corps will initiate
MTT with a conceptual design
phase in 2023.

Parady further explained that
another factor prohibiting the
total electrification of the Marine
Corps’ vehicular fleet is the
tactical need for Marines to ford in
water.
Currently, the Marine Corps
requires its tactical vehicles to be
able to drive through a depth of 60
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TAPS
To report a death, notify the USMC MTA Secretary, at secretary@usmcmta.org Names
will be printed after notification of a member passing. The names will remain on this list
until the ringing of the bell,in their honor, at the next Reunion. The Motor Transport
Association would like to extend their heartfelt sympathy to the survivors during the time
of bereavement for their loved ones.

Walsh, William L. CWO-4 (RET) Oct 18,2022

Almighty Father, whose command is over all and whose love never fails, make me aware of Thy presence and
obedient to Thy will. Keep me true to my best self, guarding me against dishonesty in purpose and deed and helping me
to live so that I can face my fellow Marines, my loved ones and Thee without shame or fear. Protect my family. Give me
the will to do the work of a Marine and to accept my share of responsibilities with vigor and enthusiasm. Grant me the
courage to be proficient in my daily performance. Keep me loyal and faithful to my superiors and to the duties of my
country and the Marine Corps have entrusted me to. Make me considerate of those committed to my leadership. Help
me to wear my uniform with dignity, and let it remind me daily of the traditions which I must uphold.
If I am inclined to doubt, steady my faith, if I am tempted, make me strong to resist: if I should miss the mark,
give me the courage to try again.
Guide me with the light of truth and grant me wisdom by which I may understand the answers to my prayer.
National Chaplain
Marshal Jarvis

Amen
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Bakeless Bake Sale
A bit of news we have today, a Bakeless Bake Sale is on its way.
In these busy days who wants to bake, pies, cookies or even a cake?
You would be surprised if you counted the cost, materials, heat and the
time you have lost.
Baking for sales is extra work. Yet, nobody really wants to shirk.
So we have thought of a plan and feel quite sure you will understand.
In an envelope, please put the price, of a pie or a cake or something nice.
Without fuss or bother, you have done your part.
We hope you will give with a willing heart.
This is the end of our little tale, wishing success for our
Bakeless Bake Sale.
April has been designated as our Bakeless Bake Sale month. This is a
fundraiser for the Barrie O. Delp Scholarship Fund. In the month of
April we would like for all who can, to donate a little something. All
donations are greatly appreciated for the worthy cause.
Thank you.

Make checks payable to: USMC MTAA
USMC MTA AUXILIARY
ATTN: SCHOLARSHIP FUND
P.O. Box 1372
Jacksonville, NC 28541-1372
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Date_______/________
Month
Year

Membership
Number

For MTA Use Only

_____________
For MTA Use Only

UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS MOTOR TRANSPORT ASSOCIATION, Inc.

PO BOX 1372 JACKSONVILLE, NC 28541-1372
www.usmcmta.org
910.581.1309
(Eastern Std. Time, 1-6 PM)

Please print or type (Civilian Address Only)
Name _______________________________________Rank_____________ DOB_________________
(REQUIRED)

Address ___________________________________________________________________________
(Street)
(Apt)
City _________________________________________ State_____________ 9 Digit Zip____________
(REQUIRED)

Telephone Number (_______) _______ - ________ MOS(s) ____________________________________
(Circle One)
Date Retired

Active - Reserve - Retired - Former - Civilian ______/______/_____

Date joined Marine Corps

or Date Discharged

___/___/_____

________/_______/__________

If still on Active Duty or Reserves, please show complete military address in section below:
Full Name/ Rank/ Unit/ Work Phone
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
Marital Status _________Spouse/Other_______Name_________________________________________
(If applicable)
Motor Transport Assignments (list only 3 duty stations)
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
Email Address _______________________________________________________________________
(if you have an email address please provide it)
Referred by____________________________Membership Number______________________________
Where did you hear about the USMC MTA?___________________________________________________
Annual Membership: $20.00 or $100.00 for 6 years for the price of 5 years/ Make checks or money orders
(US FUNDS ONLY) payable to: USMC Motor Transport Association, Inc. and return to the address listed at the top of form.
Please note: USMC Motor Transport Association, Inc. reserves the right to refuse membership to anyone.
Revised

ember 20

”
18

18

